eosinophilic cytoplasm. Their nuclei with dispersed chromatin had 1 or 2 nucleoli, and were round or oval in shape. Occasionally, the stroma showed proliferation of connective tissue, resulting in papilliform projections in the ducts and tubules. Mitotic figures, necrosis and hemorrhage appeared frequently throughout the lesion. Also, the tumor cells had invaded the muscular tissue (Fig. 2) . The tumor was diagnosed as mammary adenocarcinoma on the basis of its morphology, but may have been papillary adenocarcinoma according to the WHO classification. It is of considerable interest that this tumor was already present in a 12-week-old rat, since mammary adenocarcinoma is said to occur frequently in animals aged over one year [2] . Althoughthe rat examined in the present study showedhypercholesterolemia and several abnormalimplantation sites in the uterus, we were unableto clarify the relationship between these andmammary adenocarcinoma. 
